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ABSTRACT

In this paper, we assess Cuba’s medical diplomacy in terms of
its achievements and limitations through a review of Cuban diplomatic
tactics. In the international order in which the inequalities among
the countries are institutionalized, the way in which the weak countries
survive is to adapt to the system established by the great powers.
However, there are exceptions to this structuralist approach, and
the claim that the world system is not ordered through a simple
law of the jungle is gaining momentum. It is important to establish
a sophisticated diplomatic sense of balance and position in order
to pursue the interests of the state in modern interdependent
international relations, especially for the sake of the interests of the
weaker countries. The Cuban case has revealed that a small country
can explore and encounter spaces for diplomatic maneuver, starting
from the sphere of politics and extending to the cultivation of economic
benefit. Nevertheless, Cuban medical diplomacy has encountered some
challenging issues such as service quality, gaps in domestic medical
service, and the brain drain issue.
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2000 2,642 0,905
2001 2,416 0,724
2002 2,350 0,717
2003 2,845 0,999
2004 3,634 1,719
2005 7,075 4,753
2006 7,201 5,074
2007 8,588 6,447
2008 9,252 6,994
2009 8,444 6,393
2010 10,212 8,025
2011 10,817 8,534
2012 12,760 10,434
2013 12,365 9,994
2014 12,663 10,296
2015 11,369 8,768
2016 11,102 8,195
2017 11,128 7,959
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& - - More Than One Type of Medical Collaboration

|:] Comprehensive Health Program

:I Other Medical Collaboration Agreement
(Operation Miracle, Emergency Disaster Brigade, Other)

A2 ZA: Blue(2010).
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‘GDP for public health and exports of non-tourist services
(million pesos)

GDP, public health

Exports of non-tourist
services

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2,010 2,011 2012 2013 2014 2018 2016
==Publ. Heath ==X, Services

Soutce: Hernandez-Cata (2019).
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