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ABSTRACT

This paper examines Mayan beauty contests in Guatemala in order
to understand changing meanings of Mayan identity and changing
roles of Mayan women in their communities. In the contests, the
participants represent Mayan identity in an idealized form, but this
idealization has changed in different historical periods and for different
political purposes. The ritual features of the event are used as symbolic
resources according to their multiple meanings and functions. The
participants in the recent Mayan beauty contests are expressing
socio-economic and political concerns that are directly related to the
affairs of the local community to which they belong. This means
that certain changes are underway in terms of the roles assumed
by Mayan women and in terms of their activities in the current
Guatemalan society. However, whether this can definitely lead to
Mayan women’s active participation in Guatemalan politics needs
to be further explored.
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3]0Jof| ofstr| = gt} &, olAl= ©d] Wulol 52 tiHshs WENHS
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H S A o] wpoRelERte] EAIZE E 4= 7] wiiolrh 1ejn
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oo REAEHGAAA nddig] HF Fuled T ol ojd Hebt
dojuta levtell Wit ofde E2 AEF WEolth

“Q1zu) QESE o] BS1H AEORA A HAG USOR o)g
Ha1 AR 5T (Las representantas indigenas ya no queremos ser vistas
como objeto cultural o ser utilizadas como folclor).

0|9} ]2 A O & Shacke(2005)7} ATE £aFE 1990t ©HA] ufofn|ol
)= opA] wpok oA AQlstal o] o)A = £ S Fok &, 49
ol oSS H, of4do], Te]aL o do] HEFIThAL Wef= Rigo] dids)
Ehe 22 v Gk ey 2ol bl mlof of9fo 2 ARk o] JEo]
BAA S5 AFH0R fHlste BES AT 4 QUrh 53] 152
WA W&o g HpEE AE ARete oA dAite e Bgolthia
Prensa, 2010.12.02). AFoFg-54] 5 shQl -of $-of 8] g3l (Huchuetenanco) o]
A= mtof olgto] XA s AJEE QIaiA] 25uiRt AR Hg-s 415k
5 Al whde] HTHQ] 58 8kl Qi &, ol52 FAF et x99
WS okl R He B5O0R diRiEch AEAH R nlof ul]lo] 43t
190 FAE Zo] 7Idi=]7] wjzolch v vrobr} npopu] QI35 =4
oI 3] 9w A fuu Aok e A}t 2pESEk=T, 581 Ree RSl
FHA] o=tk AollAl dut mjidiglek= & Afol7} Qlthe A ZEgich
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St v U TH(Prensa Libre, 2007.06.17).
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“La reina indigena Nacional que es elegida anualmente en el Festival Folklorico de
Coban no es, necesariamente, la que retine caracteristicas fisicas de belleza, sino la mas
autentica con su identidad y comunidad. ‘No se premian las apariencias’, puntualizo
Carlos Antonio Leal, presidente del comite organizador”.
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