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Abstract

Political corruption is one of the most significant challenges
confronting democratic governability in post-prista Mexico. The article
argues that many anticorruptioninitiatives of Fox administration failed
because they are nonpolitical in nature, while the political corruption in
the country is inherently regime-based and politically motivated. To
understand the Mexican peculiarities, the article delves into the historical
legacies, the formation of ‘imperial presidentialism' and its impact on
political corruption, and the cycle of ritualized anticorruption drives
lacking any success in curbing the corruption. Even with the demise of
the prista rule since 2000, the chances for institutionalized corruption
and other misdeeds would not have been significantly diminished
because the drives toward greater transparency and accountability was
too technical and nonpolitical in nature. The persistence of patron-client
relationship between business elites and politicians also blockscurbing
corruption. The struggle for cleaner government in Mexico will remain

anon-going business for the future governments to come.

Key words: political corruption, PRI, patron-client relationship, corporatism,
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