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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/3202843.stm



T A7 Eolis wol® ojrusle] e s wmEAE]
T veel 2ol =HE Yolubx Hskal iAW, 1982+
129 °F 109+ o] F7kg e v 2 A ot A3 3
g B ofHuysie AE:A Hd oy, gk A i g2
S AEHe2 a4

old omys]e] Fel= 9 7 FEel 540 Uk Fol
o} o U3 & v Y Es Fa dehyd A ero=
A ZFokh st Fabo] AAAE B RE H|ZE 255 )
FroP R Eoheel EEUR~S nEygd Euaort thE A
Aol ARE oA s ARl Eol At (Hodges 1991, 216), ©
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Abstract

This article focuses on how the Argentines have come to terms with
their tragic past, especially the issue of the disappeared sprung out of
the Dirty War period, a time of military state terror. The case of
Asociacion Madres de Plaza de Mayo, a group of mothers of the
desaparecidos, shows to what extent the efforts to cure and mourn the
victims as well as inquiring into the past affairs, punishment, and
recompense was crucial in opening a new phase of a certain nation’s
history. Since April 1977, the Madres have fought against various efforts
to bury and forget the tragic past by the civilian governments as well as

the military regime, and demonstrated a great capacity to maintain their



o
12
s
[l
0z
1
0z
Tlok
Nz

il
>

SAt 2H 2t ot2HE|Lt <QHYF oL E]>2o £ 9]

political and ethical demands of ‘Back alive’(Aparicion con vida).

The arguments over forgetting and remembering the Dirty War in
Argentina have raged since it ended in 1983. While trying to resolve
their grief in an uncommon way, the Madres have both grown up as a
new being with their children’s political ideal and produced a positive
social change by transforming their grief into a new energy based on
peace and solidarity. Despite their internal conflict and eventual
separation surrounding several issues of the desaparecidos, their struggle
of memory reminds us of how significant the tasks to elucidate the
historical verity could be.

It should be noted that ‘coming to terms with the past’ cannot be
accomplished in a single round. Rather, ‘dealing with the past’ should
be regarded as a continual and persistent process that faces with new
issues such as the recognition of the past, ethical matters, and official
and unofficial memories over time. It is related to not only several
concerned parties but also whole elements in a society or the next
generation in general. It also needs to be recognized as future-oriented
efforts based on critical reflection and thoughtful understanding of the
tragic past. Therefore, the process of ‘coming to terms with the past’
has to include any efforts to remedy wounds and trauma inherited from
painful pages of the past in order to grope for appropriate cultural

identities as well as the activities to disclose the past.

Key Words: Argentina, Coming to terms with the Past, desaparecidos,
Asociacion Madres de Plaza de Mayo, Memory/O]-E?ﬂE]Lh i}
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