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1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Argentina 477 493
Bdlivia %4 532 527 587 589 60.1
Braal 572 595 51 590 591 590 584
Chile M7 522 555 56.3 558
Colombia 56.7 60.3 56.9 575 567 562
CodaRica 459 459 454 457 458 461
Dom.Rep. 481 477
Ecuador 56.0 56.1
Honduras 57.0 548 528 590 585 534
Mexico 530 534 536 527 537
Nicaragua 56.6 60.2
Panama 56.2 56.0 575 55 563
Paraguay 570 569 594

Peru 464 483 505
B Sdvador 505 519 558 545
Uruguay 406 431 420 430 438
Venezuda 439 428 46.6 486 470 467
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A. Primary commodities

B. Labor-intensive and resource-based manufactures

C. Manufactures with low skill and technology intensity

D. Manufactures with medium skill and technology intensity
E. Manufactures with high skill and technology intensity

F. Unclassified products
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Abstract

The trade liberalization and economic growth in Latin America in the
1990s, brought the expectation that the income distribution in the region
would improve. However, it did not. Some observers argued that the
emergence of China, which has a strong comparative advantage in
unskilled-labor-intensive products, is the reason of this. This paper shows
that, with exception of Mexico, the deterioration of the income distribution
cannot be attributed to China.
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